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On 29 December 2021, Professor Giuseppe
Romeo passed away at the age of 89. He left us
suddenly but peacefully as he lived, leaving an
immense void in all the Italian pediatric surgery
colleagues and friends.

He was born in Randazzo (Catania) Sicily. He
was a man of noble descent and of upright
morality, married to Gandolfina Pastanella, with
whom he had 3 children, two of whom were
transmitted the father r’s passion for medicine.
After graduating in Medicine and Surgery, he
obtained the Specialization in General Surgery.
However, he soon focused his interests into the

Pediatric Surgery field.

At the University Hospital in Messina, he founded the Pediatric Surgery Unit which he run from
1975 to 2004.He must be considered as a father of the Italian Pediatric Surgery Accademia. In
1971 he wasappointed as Full Professor of Pediatric Surgery at the University of Messina. This
was the second chair of Pediatric Surgery in Italy after Bologna. From the year of the institution -
1975- until 2000 he run the first School of Specialization in Pediatric Surgery in Sicily at the
University of Messina.

He was Dean of the Academic Body of the University of Messina from 2000 to 2008.

At the end of his academic career, in 2008, he was awarded, by decree of the Ministry of
Educationand Scientific Research, the title of “Professor Emeritus of Pediatric and Child Surgery”
at theUniversity of Messina.

After retirement, he continued to pursue his scientific interests leading from 2009 to 2015 the



APMB - Vol. 110(1) 2022

Classof Biological and Medical Sciences of the Academy Peloritana dei Pericolanti, established in
Messina in 1729, with the organization of scientific events and publications of Proceedings.

Under his academic guidance three full Professors and six Associate Professors have
beenappointed. His main scientific interests were directed to the understanding of the
pathophysiologic mechanisms of different pediatric surgical and urological diseases such as:
esophageal atresia, gastroesophagel reflux, cryptorchidism and hydronephrosis.

His professional legacy will remain in the surgeons who have learned from him as a clinician, as an
academic mentor and as a man of great humanity.

He has been President of the Italian Society of Pediatric Surgery from 1980 to 1982; Italian
Representative for Pediatric Surgery within the European Union of Medical Specialists from 1980
to 1984; and President of the Italian Society of Pediatric Urology from 1990 to 1992.

In 2013, he was awarded the Gold Medal of the Italian Society of Pediatric Urology (SIUP) for
scientific merits, and in 2017 he received the Soave medal of the Italian Society of Pediatric
Surgery (SICP).

After retirement he dedicated his efforts to support the projects against poverty, sickness
andsuffering as a Knight of Honor and Devotion of the Sovereign Military Order of St. John
ofJerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta.

For his merits he has also received, in 2010, from the President of the Italian Republic the
highesthonour as Knight of the Grand Cross of Merit of the Republic.

His unfaltering dedication to his profession and to others left a lasting and unforgettable impact

onthousands of patients, students and colleagues.
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